The Creed of a Scientific Humanist1

TF I HAD been asked to give a label to my creed, when I was
istarting in my profession as a scientific worker, I should have
called it Socialism. That was twenty-five years ago. To-day I
prefer to call it scientific humanism. Scientific humanism is the
creed I profess and the profession I try to practise. This does not
mean that the socialist creed of my adolescence was contrary to
the scientific outlook, or that I have renounced it. I still believe
that no system in which credit and industry are privately owned
can take the fullest advantage of new scientific knowledge for
the satisfaction of common needs.

What it does mean is that when I was younger my political
left hand did not bother.about what my professional right hand
was doing. I did not yet realize how the pursuit of science is
bound up with the responsibilities of citizenship in a society which
has been transformed by scientific "knowledge. When I began to
do so, I saw that Socialism can mean two different ways of using
scientific discoveries.

In pre-war days few except Socialists clearly recognized that
cyclical depression is an inherent characteristic of competitive
industry conducted for private gain. During the period which
elapsed between the end of the Great War and the beginning
of the great depression most of the older generation of political
leaders still believed that capitalism has a self-regulating capacity
for promoting progress in knowledge and general well-being,
except in so far as it is embarrassed by warsand strikes. Meanwhile,
a new generation had grown accustomed to State control over
war industries and large relief schemes for a permanent army of
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